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Female Histology: Atretic Follicles of the Ovary
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Female Histology: Uterus
 (functional layer)
 (basal layer)
 Note: blood begins to pool in venous sinusoids during the secretory phase of the uterine cycle, formingvenous sinuses (lakes), which will ultimately burst in the menstrual phase, with the blood being shed withthe functional layer of the endometrium
 (endometrial)
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Female Histology: Uterus
 Venous sinuses
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Female Histology: Vagina
 Deep region oflamina propria(may beconsidered asubmucosa);vascular
 Laminapropria

Page 8
                        
                        
                        

Stages of theUterine
 (Menstrual) Cycle
 Menstrual phase (Week 1) –detachment and shedding offunctional layer and blood
 Proliferative phase (Week 2) –rebuilding of functional layer;ovulation at the end (Day 14)
 Secretory phase (Weeks 3-4) –preparation for implantation ofembryo; ↑ endometrial gland activity
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…and now you know.
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