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            Agile Materialisms: Antonio Gramsci, Stuart Hall, Racialization, and Modernity ROBERT CARLEY* Abstract This article investigates why Gramsci’s theories and concepts have a discrete relevance to the study of race and ethnicity in contemporary contexts. Two theoretical points emerge from the investigation. First, through Gramsci’s work, Hall’s approach to the structural/cultural theory problem provides an important mediation for theoretical approaches to race. Hall is then able to demonstrate that the racialization of labor and the coercion of workers in colonial and neocolonial contexts, with regard to the “global south” was the rule and not the exception. Second, through an historical and discursive approach, I demonstrate how Gram- sci’s analysis of politics and political strategies took race into account. I contend that Gramsci’s perspective on race facilitated Hall’s ability to deploy Gramsci’s theoretical framework and concepts. ***** The goal of this article is to contribute to theories or perspectives on race through an investigation of the theoretical frameworks of Antonio Gramsci and Stuart Hall, how their theoretical frameworks are interrelated, as well as the historical contexts in which these respective frameworks develop. In speciﬁc, this article investigates why Gramsci’s theories and concepts have a discrete relevance to the study of race and ethnicity in contemporary contexts. My hypothesis is that, during the time that he lived, Gramsci’s writing (scholarly, journalistic, and personal letters) demonstrates that he did not enter into the positivist and modernist discursive framework on race (and nationalism) that looked to biological features for evidence to explain and interpret the cultural and sociological expressions of racial difference. This being the case, race and difference for Gramsci can and should be linked to a modiﬁed historical materialist framework. Stuart Hall’s work, speciﬁcally the period between 1980 and 1986, provides a means through which that linkage can be made. 1 I refer to this modiﬁed materialist framework as “agile materialism.” Agile materialism is a theoretically * Robert Carley is Instructional Assistant Professor in the Department of International Studies, Texas A&M University, MS 4355, College Station, TX 77843-4355, [email protected]. The author would like to thank Christo- pher M. Sutch and, especially, Joseph O. Jewell, Sarah N. Gatson, Glenn Bracey, Steve Macek, and Marcus Green for their encouragement and comments on an earlier draft of this paper. All errors, inaccuracies, etc. are the sole responsibility of the author. Journal of Historical Sociology Vol. 26 No. 4 December 2013 DOI: 10.1111/johs.12023 © 2013 John Wiley & Sons Ltd 
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Agile Materialisms: Antonio Gramsci, StuartHall, Racialization,
and Modernity

ROBERT CARLEY*

Abstract This article investigates why Gramscis theories and
concepts have adiscrete relevance to the study of race and
ethnicity in contemporary contexts. Twotheoretical points emerge
from the investigation. First, through Gramscis work,Halls approach
to the structural/cultural theory problem provides an
importantmediation for theoretical approaches to race. Hall is then
able to demonstrate thatthe racialization of labor and the coercion
of workers in colonial and neocolonialcontexts, with regard to the
global south was the rule and not the exception.Second, through an
historical and discursive approach, I demonstrate how Gram-scis
analysis of politics and political strategies took race into
account. I contend thatGramscis perspective on race facilitated
Halls ability to deploy Gramscis theoreticalframework and
concepts.

*****

The goal of this article is to contribute to theories or
perspectives onrace through an investigation of the theoretical
frameworks ofAntonio Gramsci and Stuart Hall, how their theoretical
frameworksare interrelated, as well as the historical contexts in
which theserespective frameworks develop. In specific, this article
investigateswhy Gramscis theories and concepts have a discrete
relevance tothe study of race and ethnicity in contemporary
contexts. Myhypothesis is that, during the time that he lived,
Gramscis writing(scholarly, journalistic, and personal letters)
demonstrates that hedid not enter into the positivist and modernist
discursive frameworkon race (and nationalism) that looked to
biological features forevidence to explain and interpret the
cultural and sociologicalexpressions of racial difference. This
being the case, race anddifference for Gramsci can and should be
linked to a modifiedhistorical materialist framework. Stuart Halls
work, specifically theperiod between 1980 and 1986, provides a
means through whichthat linkage can be made.1 I refer to this
modified materialistframework as agile materialism. Agile
materialism is a theoretically

* Robert Carley is Instructional Assistant Professor in the
Department ofInternational Studies, Texas A&M University, MS
4355, College Station, TX77843-4355, [email protected]. The author
would like to thank Christo-pher M. Sutch and, especially, Joseph
O. Jewell, Sarah N. Gatson, GlennBracey, Steve Macek, and Marcus
Green for their encouragement andcomments on an earlier draft of
this paper. All errors, inaccuracies, etc. arethe sole
responsibility of the author.
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driven strategy linked closely to cultural and political
transforma-tions with regard to race. It depends upon Gramscis
concepts ormethodological guidelines conjuncture and analysis of
situa-tions. These concepts allow Hall to develop a conception of
racial-ization and racial domination that is significant across the
20th

century.I argue that Gramscis conception of history, culture,
society and

economy (specifically Gramscis discussion of the following
con-cepts: analysis of the situation, conjuncture, and historical
bloc) aswell as his attitudes toward race, racialization, and
politics bothdemonstrate and make possible Halls affirmative
reading ofGramsci. Gramsci understood race and difference as
imbedded inquestions concerning the historical and political
transformationsthat inform praxis (mobilization). Consequently,
race and differ-ence do inform Gramscis theoretical perspective.
Evidence of this isrooted in his transformation from an
Italian-socialist southernistperspective to a communist (also a
constructivist and culturalist)perspective and, furthermore, is
linked to his transformation from ascholar and journalist to an
activist and communist parliamentar-ian. But, in short the shift,
from socialist to communist, forcedGramsci to consider the role of
racial difference in cultural andpolitical contexts (Verdicchio
1995).

Gramscis questions concerning the application of historical
mate-rialism to mobilization or broadly speaking, political action,
result inhis criticism and disavowal of modernist and positivist
biologicalperspectives on race. More specifically, the link between
race andnationalism, which was instrumental in configuring fascist
andmodernist Italian discourses on race, criminality, and
nationalism,as well as similar European and American discourses,
presented asingular problem for Gramscis politics (Horn 1994;
Gibson 1998).Gramsci analyzed and understood how both race and
difference areconfigured at the political level, in specific ways
and at specificmoments, as instrumental to the state in determining
nationalbelonging. As Stuart Hall points out, Gramsci work
demonstrates aresistance to all homogenizing tendencies in
theoretical discourseson race (Hall 1986). Gramscis work also
demonstrates an interest inhow the configurations of racial and
ethnic difference and the(scientific) justifications (i.e.
ideological) for these differences affectclass formations (Hall
1986 see also Augelli and Murphy 1988). Thisis because in Gramscis
work class is subjected to a persistentanalysis. It is both a
concept and a (concrete empirical) category.Gramscis work
demonstrates the need to understand and develop apolitical,
cultural, and pedagogical process through which workersand peasants
from different regions in Italy can be unified andmobilized in the
face of scientific justifications for racial ideologies
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(Gramsci 1971: 330331; Verdicchio 1995, Borg, Buttigieg, andMayo
2002).2

By investigating fragments of Gramscis writing on race in
hisnotebooks, letters, and occasional essays I hope to
demonstratewhy Gramscis discourse on race challenges and exceeds
thebiologically-based paradigm prevalent (not just in Italy but
inmodern industrial Western countries) in modernist and
positivistdiscourses on race and nation in the early part of the
20th century.I am interested in why (and not how, as in the case of
Stuart Hall)it is that Gramscis work informs contemporary analyses
of race,given that during the period in which he wrote most
scholarlyconceptions of race (with the possible exception of
certain anthro-pological conceptions [McKee 1993]) were rooted in
biological,socio-biological, and criminological approaches.

This article makes two theoretical points with regard to
race,class, labor and mobilization. First, through Gramscis work,
Hallsapproach to the structural/cultural theory problem provides
aconnection point for cultural and theoretical approaches to
race.Using Gramscis methodological guidelines (e.g. analysis of
thesituation, conjuncture, and historical bloc) and, also, taking
thecategory of class to be analytically salient along with race
Halldemonstrates that throughout the course of the 20th century,
capi-talism depended upon both (free) market relations as well as
com-pulsory relations with regard to labor. He further demonstrates
thatthe racialization of labor and the coercion of workers in
colonial andneocolonial contexts, with regard to the global south
was the ruleand not the exception (Hall 1980). Through Gramscis
methodologi-cal guidelines Hall makes conceptual connections that
becomenecessary to the study of race. Race, then, becomes
indispensible toany and all analyses of the material bases of power
in the 20th

century given the extensive exercise of power and
dominationwhich depended or depends, in some way, upon racial
(racist)categories or racial (racist) sense-making (Mills 1997;
Escobar1994; Said 1978, 1993). Through Gramsci, Hall is able to
demon-strate that throughout the 20th century from, for example,
the earlyphases of mass industrialization to globalization, from
late colonial-ism to post-colonial independence movements, from
modernitythrough to current neoliberal perspectives the cultural
phenomenol-ogy of race becomes a de facto socio and political
economic category.

Second, through an analysis of a discourse on race locatedacross
Gramscis writing and framed historically, I demonstratethat
Gramscis discussion of race or Gramscis racial categorieswere
connected, empirically, to politics. Specifically,
Gramscisunderstanding of race was connected to the tactics and
strategiesof trade union and party based mobilization. From
Gramscis
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discussion of the counter-insurgent role of the Brigata
Sassari(Sardinian Peasant Brigades) in 1917, preceding the
beginning ofthe biennio rosso, (two red years, 19191920) to his
discussion ofthe counter-insurgent (as well as anti-fascist) role
of the Catholicwhite unions in the south, (shortly before and
during the bienniorosso) politics, mobilization, and racialization
are all central toGramscis theoretical, analytical, and strategic
concerns. It isthrough these investigations that Gramscis
Marxist-materialismdemonstrates an agility that becomes attractive
to Hall who isdiscussing the politics of race in the latter half of
the 20th century.

This article will be broken into sections. In the first section,
I willintroduce Stuart Halls description of how Gramscis theories
andconcepts are relevant to the study of race and ethnicity. I will
thenlink Halls description through an investigation of Halls
researchand writing on race (Hall et al. 1978; Hall 1980, 1986;
Hall andBack 2009) to an exploration of the specific concepts in
Gramsciswork that contribute to Halls assumptions. In the second
section,I will investigate why Gramscis concepts are relevant
through adiscursive and textual analysis of specific conceptual
contributionsmade by Gramsci. In the third and final section I will
conclude bydiscussing the ramifications of my investigation for
theories of racein the context of the social sciences and
humanities.

How Gramsci is Relevant to the Study of Race and
Ethnicity:Contextualizing Stuart Hall, the Politics of Race,
Racism,and Racialization, and the Problem of Cultural andStructural
Analyses

In Gramscis Relevance for the Study of Race and Ethnicity
(1986)Stuart Hall discusses a specific theoretical problem that is
central tohis studies of race and racism. The problem is: how can
one linkstructural (economic-based) theories of racism to cultural
theories ofracism? This problem is not unique to Hall, however it
has beencentral from his earliest studies of national racial
formations inPolicing the Crisis (1978) through to his reflections
upon the role thatculture, representation, and identification play
in the politics ofstructural transformation (Hall and Back 2009).
Gramscis Rel-evance is a significant paper precisely because it
introducesavenues through which to explore the connections between
struc-tural and cultural explanations of racism. These avenues had
beenexplored in previous studies by Hall (Hall et al. 1978; Hall
1980),using Gramscis work as a theoretical and methodological
guideline.So, as the title suggests, Gramscis Relevance poses a
meta-theoretical question, requiring a separate consideration,
whicharises from Halls prior work. The question is: how is Gramscis
work
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relevant to the study of race and ethnicity? Again, this
questionemerges after Hall had already effectively used aspects of
Gramsciswork, but in this specific paper Hall seeks to move between
bothstructural and cultural models of race theory without allowing
onemodel to supersede the other. Gramscis Relevance then is
anattempt to sketch, as Hall states, the ways in which his work
allowsfor these multiple approaches to race within a single
framework.

What, however, is the problem as Hall sees it? In a study of
raceand labor in South Africa, Hall introduces the nature of the
problem:

If the first tendency (structural) is broadly correct, then what
is often experiencedand analyzed as ethnic or racial conflicts are
really manifestations of deeper,economic contradictions. It is,
therefore, to the latter that the politics of transfor-mations must
essentially be addressed. The second tendency (cultural) draws
atten-tion to the actual forms and dynamic of political conflict
and social tension in suchsocieties which frequently assume a
racial or ethnic character. It points to theempirical difficulty of
subsuming these directly into more classical economic con-flicts.
But if ethnic relations are not reducible to economic relations,
then the formerwill not necessarily change if and when the latter
do (Hall 1980: 1819).

Subsequent to this passage, Hall makes the point that the
natureof this problem is strategic more than it is theoretical. One
couldalso argue that the problem is theoretical. The potential
point ofcontact between structural theories of race and cultural
theories ofrace is inherently distant due, primarily, to how one
conceives ofthe empirical basis for each of the theories. Although
both theorieslook at forms of racial and ethnic conflict the scope
of each thestructural and the cultural cannot be joined at the
conceptuallevel without compromising analysis and explanation of
either one.3

As Hall states, because reducing cultural theories of race into
moreclassical economic frameworks begs the question of why it is
nec-essary to analyze the cultural aspects of racial and ethnic
conflict(since the presumption of this approach is that the
ultimate deter-minant lies within the economic structure), and
because the eco-nomic structure tells us nothing about the content
of these racialand ethnic conflicts (since it requires recourse to
another logic ofconflict altogether), the problem remains
strategic. Which is to saythat one must choose between either the
structural or the culturalapproach and that choice is based on a
belief (presumption) thatthe seat of these conflicts (relations) is
best explored throughculture, rather than structure, or vice
versa.

In Gramscis Relevance, Hall finds a partial solution to bridge
thetheoretical and conceptual distance between structural and
culturalapproaches to the analysis of race. This, in no small part,
is howGramscis theories and concepts are relevant to the analysis
ofrace and ethnicity. In the final section of Gramscis
RelevanceHall describes eight specific ways that Gramsci can make a
solid
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contribution to the analysis of race and ethnicity. These eight
pointsoffer what Hall describes, earlier in the essay, as
theoreticallysophisticated ways to mediate the conceptual distance
betweenstructure and culture. The eight points address the
following (inorder): 1. Historical specificity; 2. National
characteristics; 3. Theinterrelationship between class and race; 4.
The class subject; 5.The (lack) of correspondence between
structure, and class, political,and ideological dimensions; 6. The
state; 7. Culture; 8. Ideology. Ineach of these sections, Hall
describes Gramscis theoretical sophis-tication; it arises from out
of Gramscis attention to empirical details.So, a large part of what
Hall means by sophistication refers toGramscis ability to describe
historical detail and political impacts inrelationship to the
flexibility of his theoretical approach. Accordingto Hall, this
flexibility is rooted within a Marxist framework (Hall2003[1974]).
In his 2009 interview with Les Back, Hall links themethodological
framework explored in Karl Marxs Grundrisse(1973[1857]) to Gramscis
ability to discern and interpret eventswithin a broad theoretical
approach. Hall refers to Gramscis abilityto analyze discrete events
as conjunctural understanding (Hall andBack 2009: 664).4

The power of Gramscis analysis, for Hall, is rooted in the
modi-fications that Gramsci makes to a general historical
materialistapproach. These modifications are necessary to explain
transfor-mations in both Italian history and Italian politics:
Gramscis objectof analysis. Halls overarching argument is that a
historical mate-rialist framework, upon closer inspection and
taking account of itstheoretical and methodological goals (as laid
out in the Grundrisse)must be fundamentally open to transformation
in ways that differ-entiate it from classical philosophical and
social science modes ofanalysis. Regarding the Marxist method and
its epistemologicalfoundations as a departure from both
philosophical and socialscientific approaches, Hall states
that,

It remains an open epistemology, not a self-generating or
self-sufficient one, becauseits scientificity is guaranteed only by
that fit between thought and reality each inits own mode which
produces a knowledge which appropriates reality in the onlyway that
it can (in the head): and yet delivers a critical method capable of
penetratingbehind the phenomenal forms of society to the hidden
movements, the deep-structurereal relations which lie behind them.
This scientific appropriation of the laws andtendencies of the
structure of a social formation is, then, also the law and
tendencyof its passing away: the possibility, not of the proof, but
of the realization ofknowledge in practice, in its practical
resolution and thus, the self-consciousoverthrow of those relations
in a class struggle which moves along the axis of
societyscontradictory tendencies, and which is something more than
merely speculative,more than a theoretical speculation. Here, as
Colletti has remarked, we are no longerdealing with the
relationship thought-being within thought, but rather with
therelation between thought and reality (42) (Hall 2003[1974]:
137).

418 Robert Carley

2013 John Wiley & Sons LtdJournal of Historical Sociology
Vol. 26 No. 4 December 2013


	
On the one hand, unlike certain aspects of idealism and
moral-ism (Kant) or historicism (Hegel) with regard to
philosophical jus-tifications and imperatives regarding reality,
for Hall an historicalmaterialist framework is open to
transformations in reality so thatit can generate knowledge. This
does not mean that those otherapproaches are not valuable. However,
philosophical systems,when geared toward explaining events, cannot
be self-sufficient orthey risk replacing analysis with
platitudes.

On the other hand, where social science focuses upon proving
andexplaining either the existence or function of specific types
ofrelations in a societal context, the scientific and empirical
aspects ofa historical materialist approach offer recourse to a
deeper and moredifferentiated form of empiricism. One could argue
that historicalmaterialism is not a science in the sense that its
very raison detreis based in a value judgment with regard to class
and, more broadly,with regard to oppression, exploitation, equality
and freedom.However, social sciences, which both precede and follow
this form ofanalysis and explanation, presume these values,
although it is oftenthe case that they remain both hidden in and
inherent to the overallreason for constituting a research question.
However, it is preciselybecause inferences about the current state
of society are discon-nected from method (if not rendered entirely
invisible) in the genesisof questions and subsequently theories and
methods that duringthe time in which Gramsci lived positivism
contributed to scientificjustifications for racism and fascism
whether we are referring toLombroso or Ferri (with regard to
criminology and racism), Mosca orPareto (with regard to fascism and
the social sciences).

Hall demonstrates that the impetus for historical materialism
isan analysis of class relations as well as all facets of social
organi-zation that contribute to a full understanding of class.
This isbecause the principle of societal organization and
differentiationthat is central to the current historical formation,
according tohistorical materialism, is class (Hall 2003[1974]; Hall
and Back2009). By analyzing the key contradictions that produce the
centraldissonance between what a society purports to be and what it
is(i.e. penetrating behind the phenomenal forms of society to
thehidden movements, the deep-structure real relations which
liebehind them) historical materialism represents the path often
nottaken or the hard road between theory and empiricism
(Therborn1985; Burawoy 1989). In short, this route represents the
ability oftheory to mediate between historical, cultural, and
political eventsand the structural contexts, which both make these
events possibleand constrain the ability of other events to occur.
This brings usback to the problem of explaining the significance of
racism and thestructures that facilitate racial oppression.
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It is precisely because Hall takes this approach seriously that
herefuses to consign it to an eschatological and teleological
determin-ism (popular criticisms from its opponents), but, rather,
seeks toinclude another category that introduces central societal
contra-dictions: race. According to Hall, amongst the insights that
Gram-scis work provides is his attention to transformations at both
thecultural and historical levels. Transformation is thematic to
theeight points that, Hall states, emerge from Gramscis work.
Thereare multiple points of transformation that, Hall argues, are
enabledthrough Gramscis analysis. Gramsci connects historical and
cul-tural frameworks to structural transformations by analyzing
dis-crete events that he refers to as conjunctures (Gramsci 1971:
177;Hall and Back 2009). At the level of the conjuncture, both
cultural(including political and historical) and structural
transformationscan be analyzed and explained in relationship to one
another. Inother words, for Hall, Gramsci provides a way to breach
the struc-tural and cultural divide by developing a concept that
provides amethodological guideline for placing structural and
cultural analy-sis in relationship to one another: the
conjuncture.5

In brief, the conjuncture is a concept that pinpoints the
historical,social, cultural, and economic forces at a given moment
in time which give expression to what may be perceived as an
anomaly or, asGramsci puts it, movements . . . which appear as
occasional,immediate, almost accidental (1971: 177). The
conjuncture is thelocus of potential transformation. The
transformation is potential,because the political forces which are
struggling to conserve anddefend the existing structure itself are
making every effort to curethem, within certain limits, and to
overcome them (1971: 178). Now,what is important to understand, in
this context, is whether or notsocial change is produced (e.g. . .
. incessant and persistent efforts[since no social formation will
ever admit that it has been super-seded] form the terrain of the
conjunctural, and it is upon thisterrain that the forces of
opposition organize . . . [1971: 178]). Thecontinuity sought by
those who are in power, whose interest is inmaintaining the extant
political forces, i.e. the status quo, leads to amodification in
the social forces that, in the conjuncture, disrupt but are
necessary to maintain continuity. This leads Hall to specifyhow
structure can be placed in a relationship to culture in such away
that both can be understood as linked, not causally,
butasymmetrically since the conjuncture results in either
continuity (inthe form of modifications of social forces) or
change.

In Gramscis Relevance (1986) Hall demonstrates how Grams-cis
insights change the way that we understand the relationshipbetween
structures that maintain racism through power but allowfor
modifications to racism. The issue is the specificity of
analyses
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and what analyses tell us about social change and power. In
thecontext of history, Hall explains that

. . . these general features [of racism] are modified and
transformed by the historicalspecificity of the contexts and
environments in which they become active . . . we woulddo well to
operate at a more concrete, historicized level of abstraction
(i.e., not racismin general but racisms). . . . It is often little
more than a gestural stance whichpersuades us to the misleading
view that, because racism is everywhere a deeplyanti-human and
anti-social practice, that therefore it is everywhere the same
eitherin its forms, its relations to other structures and
processes, or its effects. Gramscidoes, I believe, help us to
interrupt decisively this homogenization (Hall 1986: 23).

Most anti-racist theories of race, whether philosophical and
phe-nomenological (e.g. Franz Fanon, Charles Mills, or Cornel West)
orsocio-structural necessarily link the impetus or cause to a
singularhistorical event or a chain of events as in, for example,
the emergenceof civilization in Europe and its many forms of
cultural contact orto a cognitive imperative as in, for example,
the deep structure ofconsciousness as negation or violence (e.g.
othering). Racializationand racism, in this discursive context, is
rooted in asymmetries ofpower relations and expressions of racial
power become rooted andstolid. This is not an incorrect
perspective; however, it does notexplain the transformations in the
way that racism persistentlyreframes itself and the mechanics for
this reframing. Moreover, itfails to perceive the structure as,
itself, changing to maintain somecontinuity with power. The
continuity with power is taken forgranted: in this context, racism
is racism. What is useful in Gram-scis perspective is that while he
acknowledges the anti-human andanti-social basis for racism (see
especially his correspondences onJudaism [Gramsci 1975: 212217]) he
is able to analyze and explainthe specific determinants and
modification to racist practices witha greater acuity than both
structural and phenomenologicalapproaches that seek a root impetus
or, in some cases, cause.

At this point, Gramscis Relevance shifts to a focus on
therelationship between race and class: the root of Halls
problematicraised in his study of labor rationalization in South
Africa in Race,Articulation, and Societies Structured in Dominance
(1980). Hallfocuses, specifically, on the conceptual distance
between classand race (based in the divide between structural and
culturalapproaches), racial differentiations within the category of
class and,lastly, on the problem of theoretical correspondence in
analyzingboth class and race. This is the centrality of Gramscis
relevance tothe analysis of race. As I have demonstrated, this is
the centralproblematic for Hall: he reminds us that the
inter-relationshipbetween class and race . . . has proved to be one
of the most complexand difficult theoretical problems to address,
and it has frequently
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led to the adoption of one or another extreme positions (1986:
24) healso restates the nature of the relationship between
structural andcultural analysis more succinctly when he states
that

. . . either one privileges the underlying class relationships,
emphasizing that allethnically and racially differentiated labor
forces are subject to the same exploitativerelationships within
capital; or one emphasizes the centrality of ethnic and
racialcategories and divisions at the expense of the fundamental
class structuring ofsociety. Though these two extremes appear to be
the polar opposites of one another,in fact, they are inverse,
mirror-images of each other, in the sense that bothfeel required to
produce a single and exclusive determining principle of
articulation class or race even if they disagree as to which should
be accorded the privilegedsign. I believe the fact that Gramsci
adopts a non-reductive approach to questionsof class, coupled with
his understanding of the profoundly historical shaping to
anyspecific social formation, does help to point the way towards a
non-reductionistapproach to the race/class question (Hall 1986:
24).

In Articulation and Societies Structured in Dominance (1980)Hall
analyzes labor rationalization in South Africa. His findingsraise
significant issues in relation to this specific problem. He
findsthat though South Africa meets the conditions of an
advancedcapitalist society the forms of labor rationalization it
depends uponrequire the presence of unfree or forced labor in
combinationwith free labor. The assumption, of course, is that the
fundamen-tal requirement of capitalism and its juridical forms is
that labor isfree so that the laborer can alienate his or her labor
power, i.e. isfree to sell it as a commodity. This is not only the
basis for mostMarxist perspectives but, also, the juridical issue
regarding thetransformation of labor into the commodity form marks
the begin-nings of theories of the state (for support of this claim
see JohnHolloway and Sol Picciottos State and Capital: A Marxist
Debate[1978]; for the original source see Evgeny Pashukaniss The
GeneralTheory of Law and Marxism [2003/1924]). Hall states that
what-ever is the specific legal form with which capitalist
developmentcorresponds, it must be one in which the concept of the
juridicalcontract between free persons appears, which can legally
regulatethe forms of contract which free labor require (Hall 1980:
44). Thepersistence of unfree labor, despite the enormous
disadvantages tocapital accumulation in South Africa, is based in a
racial economywhereby race is the central determinant for social
organization inan advanced capitalist society and not class. Hall
says thatalthough there is proof that this affects the economy
within SouthAfrica negatively he also points out that this case
introduces asociological question that requires more concerted
theorization.More importantly, he indicates that the dissolution of
Westerncolonial enterprises and the long duration of revolutions
and dec-larations of post colonial, national independence are
producing
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formations of racially differentiated labor across the globe
that arethe rule and not the exception. As a result, the
materialist premiseregarding the indispensability of free labor to
a fully functioningcapitalist economy is not wrong; however Hall
explains further that

. . . this does not mean that the tendency to combine capitalism
with free laborcannot, under specific historical conditions be
cross-cut or countermanded by acounteracting tendency: namely, the
possibility of certain of the conditions ofexistence of capitalism
being effectively secured by combining free labor withcertain forms
of unfree or forced labor. Once we move away from European
topost-Conquest or post-colonial societies, this combination free
and unfree labor,on the basis of a combination of different modes
of production becomes more andmore the paradigm case. (Hall 1980:
331).

Hall is fundamentally in agreement with the Marxist
materialistpremise that the conditions most favorable to the
accumulation ofcapital, realized by increasing its capacity for
concentration andcentralization with the aid of the nation state,
remain unchanged.However, also central to the materialist premise
is the commodifi-cation of all goods and services including labor
power. However, inthis case, securing the conditions for capital
accumulation relies onan uneven combination of free and unfree or
forced labor. Inshort the level of highest abstraction in Marxs
economic theoryenters a conjuncture where a counteracting
historical tendency(the introduction of forms of labor that do not
benefit capitalaccumulation in theory) are necessary to ensure the
continuity ofcapital accumulation at the nation-state level. More
to the point,unfree and forced labor is precisely the labor of
groups, withinthe modern nation-state, that have been racialized
within changingnational-social formations. The challenge that is
posed here has todo with the uniformity (free labor) of labor power
as a conditionnecessary to the general law of value within Marxist
frameworks.6

This raises issues of the correspondence between theory
andreality as well as the explanation of historical contingencies
that donot fit neatly within theoretical frameworks (Marxism) that
retainexplanatory power despite the seeming anomaly of unfree
orforced labor. Contingency, of course, is designed to address
theseanomalies. Specifically regarding the composition of classes
withinmodern capitalist frameworks, the interrelation between race
andclass, and the correspondence between theory and reality Hall
findsaffinity with Gramscis perspective.

He never makes the mistake of believing, that, because the
general law of value has thetendency to homogenize labor power
across the capitalist epoch, that therefore, in anyconcrete
society, this homogenization can be assumed to exist. Indeed, I
believeGramscis whole approach leads us to question the validity of
this general law in itstraditional form, since, precisely, it has
encouraged us to neglect the ways in which

Agile Materialisms 423

2013 John Wiley & Sons LtdJournal of Historical Sociology
Vol. 26 No. 4 December 2013


	
the law of value, operating on a global as opposed to a merely
domestic scale, operatesthrough and because of the culturally
specific character of labor power, rather than as the classical
theory would have us believe by systematically eroding
thosedistinctions as an inevitable part of a world-wide, epochal
historical tendency. . . .Capital can preserve, adapt to its
fundamental trajectory, harness and exploit theseparticularistic
qualities of labor power, building them into its regimes. The
ethnic andracial structuration of the labor force, like its
gendered composition, may provide aninhibition to the
rationalistically-conceived global tendencies of capitalist
develop-ment. And yet, these distinctions have been maintained, and
indeed developed andrefined, in the global expansion of the
capitalist mode (Hall 1986: 24).

In the context of Halls subsequent study, Race, Articulation
andSocieties Structured in Dominance (1980) the problem of
classesrepresenting units of analysis linked to the value form as
free labor as commodities is disrupted by the reality of what Hall
refers to,above, as labor rendered through culturally specific
forms (whichinclude race, class, and nationalism). In these
instances it is theforces of capital accumulation that adjust the
social structure toexploit these cultural differences. These
differences differentiatelabor power in the interest of
exploitation. This maintains theMarxist materialist premise with
regard to the law of value and therate of exploitation in specific;
however, these modifications toregimes of accumulations signal a
conjuncture. The conjuncture isanalyzed by Hall on the national
level, but Hall is able to raise thisexample to a greater level of
abstraction in a postcolonial andemergent global context where the
racialization of labor and culturaldifferences become the sine qua
non of historical transformationswith regard to the maintenance of
power and social structure in thecontext of modern capitalist
states. The issue of empiricism inrelationship to abstract levels
of theory is addressed, through Gram-scis work, by conceptualizing
this conjuncture as an attempt tomodify transformations in the
global landscape of capital accumu-lation in the context of
postcolonial and (in the context of modern-ization and development
in Latin America) postimperial nationstates.

Finally, understanding transformations within labor
rationaliza-tion and regimes of accumulation in an emergent global
contextdepend upon differentiating the correctness of the
materialist per-spective from the structural fact of the
differentiation of forms oflabor. Hall finds that it is through
Gramscis conceptualization ofconjunctures as both seemingly
anomalous but as producing struc-tural stabilization and continuity
that we can understand the inter-relation of culture, race, and
structure in new and importantways. These conjunctures or moments,
unrecognized by structuraland cultural frameworks, actually form a
perspective that enablestheorists to understand the importance of
cultural and racial
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differentiation to the modifications and transformations
withinstructures that enable the continuity of national power. Hall
remindsus that Gramscis original conception of hegemony is not
about thesolidity and endurance of power through the formation of
stolidstructures, but, rather, that it is about placing cultural
differenceand cultural meaning and mobilization into a relationship
withpower and justifications for the continuity of power. Hall
writes that

Even the hegemonic moment is no longer conceptualized as a
moment of simpleunity, but as a process of unification (never
totally achieved), founded on strategicalliances between different
sectors, not on their pre-given identity. . . . [T]here is
noautomatic identity or correspondence between economic, political
and ideologicalpractices. This begins to explain how ethnic and
racial difference can be constructedas a set of economic, political
or ideological antagonisms, within a class which issubject to
roughly similar forms of exploitation with respect to ownership of
andexpropriation from the means of production (Hall 1986: 25).

To conclude, it is this fundamental instability which is rooted
inthe empirical instances of class formations as inherently
non-homogenous that Gramsci attempts to explain while
remainingwithin the highest levels of abstraction afforded through
a historicalmaterialist standpoint. By developing a way to mediate
between thecentrality of racial and cultural difference within a
structural frame-work Gramsci provides, for Hall, an enduring
relevance especiallysince race and cultural non-homogeneity seems
to be the rule, andnot the exception, introduced as the forces of
capital accumulationbecome more global in character. These same
forces, that find thehallmark for this modification in the
structure of capitalism in thename of globalism or globalization,
are actually operating in aparadigm where the shift from colonial
and imperialist frameworksto a brief period of independence,
postcolonialism, and postimperi-alism and, finally, to
postindependence, neoliberalism and neoim-perialism can be leapt
over willy-nilly. Each represents discretemodifications to
structure and power in the form of necessaryracializations or forms
of re-identification that never maintain them-selves for very long.
By understanding these modifications as aconjuncture within a
stream of structural modifications to capital-ism Hall builds a new
relationship between culture and structurethat is rooted in
Gramscis theories and concepts, necessary modi-fications that are
put in place to account for the analysis of eventslocated at the
empirical level. What remains to be explained,however, is why
Gramsci has anything relevant to offer to an analysisof race? In
the following section I want to explore Gramscis perspec-tive on
race, racism, and racialization. Hall, with the exception
ofVerdicchio (1995), is the only person to write about Gramsci and
racein any detail. However, the question as to why, in a context
where
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race is primarily understood as the racialization of people
andcultures due to appearances, Gramsci could provide a way
tounderstand racial differences as cultural, national, ideological
anddiscursive constructs as well as race and culture as sites of
identitythat endure through transformations in both meanings and
tradi-tions remains an open one.

Why Gramsci is Relevant to the Study of Race and Ethnicity:A
Discursive and Historical Analysis

The second section of this article demonstrates how
Gramscisdiscourse on race represents a departure from the
predominantpositivist perspective that influenced Italian
discourses on race andcriminality. Where the first section of the
article demonstrates acontemporary theoretical problem that is
addressed through thework of Antonio Gramsci, as interpreted and
deployed by Stuart Hall,the second section of this article asks a
historical and contextualquestion. What contributed to Gramscis
perspective on race, andwhy? To help address this question I rely
on historical data. Data isderived from Gramscis personal
correspondences as well as fromessays that explicitly discuss both
race and difference. Secondarysources on racial and criminological
discourses issuing from thepositivist school in Italy provide
needed historical context to estab-lish the extent to which
Gramscis contemporaneous claims regard-ing race are both
counter-discursive and a precursor to cultural andconstructivist
perspectives on race and difference. I have alreadydescribed how
the richness of Gramscis perspective on race makesit possible for
other aspects of Gramscis more systematic theoreticalframework to
be adopted by Stuart Hall to establish a cultural basisfor thinking
about race in post-Marxist and postcolonial frame-works, especially
in relationship to the separation of cultural andstructural
approaches. Hall in Race Articulation and SocietiesStructured in
Dominance (1980) and Gramscis Relevance for theStudy of Race and
Ethnicity (1986) demonstrates that Gramsciswork is central to
contemporary cultural and structural approaches(both analytical and
theoretical, respectively) to race.

I wish to hypothesize that Gramscis centrality to
contemporarycultural and structural approaches to race is due to
his resistance toracist discourses of criminality issuing from
social scientists duringthe time that he wrote. This can and should
be interpreted as asignificant, and not merely contingent, part of
his larger perspectiveon culture, power, and politics. Halls work
is used to demonstratethis significance within contemporary
theoretical discourse. On thisbasis, I further hypothesize that it
is possible to weld aspects ofGramscis perspective on race into a
counter discourse that offers an
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alternative to modernist-positivistic based scientific
discourses ofrace discourses that inform biologically-based racist
perspectivesthat contemporary cultural theories of race have worked
to debunk.Hall derives the coordinates of this discourse not from
Gramscisletters, as I do in this article, but, rather, from
Gramscis sensitivityto history, class, race, culture and ideology.
The goal of this sectionis to link Gramscis perspective on race
derived largely from hiscorrespondences, the few excerpts from his
prison notebooks whereGramsci directly addresses the issue of race
and biological interpre-tations, and occasional essays: The
Southern Question, TheRevolution Against Capital to contemporary
cultural perspec-tives on race and to demonstrate the ways in which
this linkage ispossible both historically and conceptually.

The method of selection required an investigation of
Gramscispublished essays and personal correspondences (Gramsci
1971;1975; 1977; 1985; 1995a; 1995b; 2010a; 2010b; 2010c). I
selectedexcerpts that help illuminate the relationship between the
first andsecond parts of this article. There are other linkages
that can bedrawn depending on the question posed. By way of an
example onecould link Franz Fanons work on race, colonialism, and
nationalculture (On National Culture) in The Wretched of the Earth
(1961) tothe section The Intellectuals: The Formation of the
Intellectuals inSelections from the Prison Notebooks (1971). A
comparative analysisof these texts could result in a richer theory
of the relationshipbetween the formation of intellectuals in the
context of shifting socialforces (expressly the shift from
industrialization to modernization inthe third or underdeveloped
world) across the early part of the20th century. This, however,
exceeds the scope of this article.

Preliminary Points

The following excerpts come from letters written to Gramscis
sister-in-law during the first year of his incarceration as the
Italian author-ities, in anticipation of his trial, repeatedly
relocated him. In whatfollows, I will provide historical context
for these quotations and aninterpretation of the racial
determinants within the discourse.

I realized how difficult it is to understand the true nature of
men from outward signs.At Ancona . . . a kind old man who seemed to
be of humble, provincial origin askedme to let him have some soup.
. . . I gave it to him . . . taken with the serenity in hiseyes and
his modest gestures. Immediately afterward, I learned that this
repellentbeast had raped his own daughter. (Antonio Gramsci,
corresponding with TaniaSchucht, Feburary 12, 1927.)

Naples: I began to recognize a series of highly interesting
types, whereas before theonly southerns I had known at close
quarters were Sardinians. (Antonio Gramsci,corresponding with Tania
Schucht, April 11, 1927.)
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At first glance, the first two quotations are anecdotal; they
describeencounters Gramsci had with other prisoners as he traveled
betweenthe Regina Coeli prison in Rome, the Carmine prison in
Naples, apenal institution in Palermo, then to a prison on the
island of Ustica.Subsequent to his stay on Ustica he made several
other stops toprisons in Cajanello, Isernia, Sulmona,
Castellammare, Adriatico,Ancona, and Bologna. He then arrived at
the prison of San Vittore inMilan where he would stay until right
before his trial.7 In May of 1928Gramsci returned to the Regina
Coeli prison in Rome, to be in the citywhere his trial would take
place. As is well known, Gramscis finalstop on this extensive tour
of Italys penal institutions whichcontributed to ill health that
plagued him throughout the course ofhis twenty-plus year sentence
is to the prison at Turi the locationwhere he writes his prison
notebooks. The quotations above recordencounters that he had with
other prisoners, mostly SouthernItalians, as he traveled the
circuitous route between Regina Coeli inRome and San Vittore in
Milan between November 1926 and Febru-ary 1927 (Buttigieg 2010).
They also demonstrate the pervasivenessof racial discourse in Italy
as it pertained to Southern Italians (sinceeach of these quotations
are literally speaking both within andagainst it) and that race was
on Gramscis mind. In short, thesebrief quotations are inextricably
embedded in racial discourse sincethis was the means and measure
through which Southern Italy hadbeen constructed by Italian
criminologists of the positivist schoollike Lombroso, Ferri, Sergi,
Niceforo, and Orano.

Gramsci was not in agreement with the positivists and the
firsttwo quotations demonstrate that. Niceforos famous claim
fromCrime in Sardinia (1897) that criminal intent can be discerned,
orread, from physical deformities or atavisms (i.e. outward
signs)is the subject of the first quotation. The man with whom
Gramscishares his soup exhibits only kindness and humility despite
thenature of his crime; a refutation of Niceforos claim regarding
hisstudy of southerners specifically Sardinians the populationwhich
Niceforo studied and the island where Gramsci and hisfamily were
from. The second quotation represents an attempt toseparate the
category of southerner into groups that exhibit dif-ferences: his
reference to his own southern Sardinian originsimports him into the
discourse both directly and as a bearer of adistinctive regional
culture; it can be surmised that these differ-ences refer to
cultural distinctions or types and not, obviously, tobiological
types.8

In these instances, Gramscis correspondences can be seen
ascountermanding the predominant discourse on race (and
especiallycriminality these are his letters about his encounters
with prison-ers) in Italy during the time that he lived. Quite
literally, Gramsci is
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pointing out that the theoretical premises for criminology
rooted ina biologicalization (i.e. the ability to read race from
off of the surfaceof the body and from behaviors) are factually
incorrect. I want todiscuss how some epistemological issues that
Gramsci raises in hisstudies in the early 1930s expose a
constructivist and culturalorientation toward understanding race.
In other words, they helpcorroborate the discursive analysis in the
immediately precedingparagraphs. Of all of the instances of
discourses on race fromGramscis writing, these are the most
explicitly theoretical. Theyrequire the working out of categories
as they pertain to conceptionsof humanism within the
transformations introduced throughmodernity.

Analysis

To provide some context for the following analysis Gramscis
frame-work for the discussion of race seems a feint of sorts.
Gramsciintroduces his conception of race not through sociological
or anthro-pological frames but, rather, through philosophical,
theological, andhumanistic frames specifically through Catholicism.
What willbecome apparent, in this analysis, is that Catholicism
becomes animportant frame for issues of race, racial politics, and
mobilization inand across Gramscis work. This is central to the
historical andpolitical context through which Gramsci thought and
in which thefragments from his work is steeped. As Gramscis
analyses of historyand culture have political goals, my analysis
connects race to politicsthrough historical context. In what
follows I will discuss the signifi-cance of establishing a
discussion on race through Catholicismin Gramscis work. Then, I
will connect Gramscis conception ofCatholicism as well as his
conception of race, to political mobiliza-tion. In Gramscis
analysis of politics, Catholicism more so thanrace is connected to
his thoughts on the political party, mobiliza-tion, and modernity.
Hence it is more specified and developed inGramscis writing.
However, by connecting these categories togetherI want to
demonstrate that the discourse on race and racializationwas never
far, conceptually, from an inventory of political concepts.I also
want to illustrate how specific aspects of Italys culturallandscape
in the context of modernity interpreted by Gramsci giveus the seeds
of a materialism that Stuart Hall was keen to notice inhis thinking
about the modernist cultural politics of race, racism
andracialization (or in international, global, and cosmopolitan
contexts).

In order to develop a perspective on race from out of the
notebookfragments certain historical data must be discussed up
front. Thetext that contains race in the 1971 edition of Gramscis
PrisonNotebooks which was organized both thematically and
historically
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(in which, like passages were linked across periods of
historicaltime) begins with a discussion of Catholicism. Gramsci
discussesthe historical duration of Catholicisms impact in Europe,
the spe-cific historical and ecumenical developments and the
relationshipbetween the church and politics in modernity in the
context of Italy.Hence, he is extensive in his study of
Catholicism, especially itsrelationship to politics in Italy, and
notes the different intellectualvariations, forms of political
expression, and the cultural and intel-lectual developments.9

The function, however, of beginning a discussion of race
withCatholicism is to demonstrate that the intellectual trend in
theWest has been to determine a set of universal characteristics
thatcomprise a common definition of people and then to
substitutethese characteristics for an ideology of humanism that is
historical,institutional (ecumenical) and therefore religious. It
is precisely thiskind of generalization that Gramscis general
methodologicalapproach would cast as spurious from a sociological,
religious, andhumanistic perspective (Buttigieg 1990).

To demonstrate, the text, in the 1971 edition of Gramscis
PrisonNotebooks, is headed by the question What is Man? It contains
adiscussion of several discursive standpoints: philosophical
ethics,religion, specifically Catholicism, anthropology, biology,
ideology,historical materialism, science, positivism, history and
the philoso-phy of history and politics, specifically the state and
issues pertain-ing to inequality. Gramsci moves through these
different positions.His goal is to demonstrate that contained
within specific dominantdiscursive frames configuring people as
concepts (through whatevermeans) is and can only ever be tantamount
to a religious-styleperspective. The master discourse or central
frame for the conceptof race whether as the human race or as a
marker of differencetherein is always organized back into a
categorical hierarchy.Hence, the use of data to derive a human
phenotype from agenotype (based within humanistic presumptions) is
an ideologicaluse of science based in metaphysical remnants.

Gramsci, then, effectively knots together philosophy, biology,
andanthropology as discourses trapped within a crude
pre-modernracialist empiricism. Gramscis rhetoric indicates that
its asthough everything is pointing at a move to a heliocentric
modelbut still the notion that the earth is the center of the
universe isretained. Gramsci states:

But is the human a starting-point or a point of arrival, as a
concept and as a unitaryfact? Or might not the whole attempt, in so
far as it posits the human as astarting-point, be a theological or
metaphysical residue? Philosophy cannot bereduced to a naturalistic
anthropology: the nature of the human species is not givenby the
biological nature of man (Gramsci 1971: 356).
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This is a signal quotation in the passage. First, it indicates
that thequestion of race is not the domain of a single
epistemologicalstandpoint. Secondly, it indicates that any
perspective that formsits question based in the presumption of a
unitary conception ofhumanity (a starting-point assumption) is
starting from the wrongspot. And, lastly, the biological sciences,
no more than any meta-physical standpoint (e.g. theology and
philosophy) cannot alonecapture the complexity of humanity.10

In summary, Gramscis discussion of Catholicism is used toframe
the discussion of race and difference in culture. Toward theend of
this article I will turn to the question of race and mobilizationas
it is discussed in Gramscis The Southern Question and, also,through
other primary and secondary sources. I want to join thisanalysis
and discussion to the end of the article by linking Gram-scis
(separate) insights about Catholic participation in party andtrade
union politics and mobilization in the context of modernity.Both
the communist party (and obviously the socialists) were strug-gling
with the issue of race, politically. At this time, there is
evi-dence that Catholics were attempting to politicize and
transformtheir perspective on society and culture in the framework
onmodernity. Their failures bespeak the limitations that I
discussabove.

In brief, in his Notes on Italian History Gramsci discusses
theModernism and Popularism movements. The Popularism move-ment
becomes The Popular Party in Italy in 1919. Both modernismand
popularism, Gramsci tells us in a footnote were
intellectualmovements which developed among Catholics in the late
nine-teenth and early twentieth centuries (Gramsci 1971: 62)
Theirpurpose, he goes on, was to bring the Church into harmony
withthe culture and society of the contemporary world especially
withnew developments in scientific and sociological thinking
(Gramsci1971: 62). Though these movements were entirely
demobilizedthrough Papal decree they, later, find their political
legs in the formof the Popular Party and, in the latter half of the
20th century as theChristian Democratic Party.

The Popular Party is founded in 1919 in part, as a reaction
tothe biennio rosso. Directed outward, (not based on church
reformbut social reform) the partys base grew in agricultural
areas.Though Gramsci does not discuss the partys composition
accord-ing to Cotta and Verzichelli (2007) the party enjoyed
electoralsuccesses until is was demobilized by the Fascists in
1925.Gramsci notes that The Popular Party served two significant
roles:First, it was an attempt to co-opt the socialists and
eradicate theCommunist base through a counter strategy. Secondly,
and in thisvein, it introduced white unions to co-opt the communist
trade
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unions and their attempt to mobilize southern peasants during
thesame time. In other words, the Popular Party proffered a
challengeto the energy generated through the successes of the
biennio rosso.However, more to the point, the Catholic interaction
with modernitywas a tactic, turned outward, to use the peasants as
an instrumentto keep both unification and the left at bay. Gramsci
notes thatmodernism and popularism were a result of and aimed to
coun-teract the influence of Croce and Gentile on the one hand,
andsocialism on the other (Gramsci 1971: 62). What is
significant,here, however is that both the ideology of Popularism
and Modern-ism were craven attempts to gain access to a majority
through aCatholic, humanistic political rhetoric where
modernization, medi-ated through the white unions was a promise of
labor rational-ization in an industrial context. Gramscis The
SouthernQuestion, based in his specification of race through
culture, wasan attempt at a lasting strategy challenging the
southern intellec-tuals (gentry) and cultivating an organic
intellectual class (Gramsci1995).

Intellectuals are both a concept and social fact and are central
topolitical strategy (Gramsci 1971; 1995). In The Southern
Questionthe Brigata Sansari (Sardinian Peasant Brigades) are
discussed indetail as well as the role of Sardinian intellectuals.
The relationshipmade between the striking workers in Turin and the
Sardinians wasunderstood, by the Italian Communists, The FIOM
(Federation ofItalian Metal Workers and Employees La Federazione
ImpiegatiOperai Metallurgici), and other militant groups through
informalpolling procedures (Cammett 1967; Gramsci 1995b: 26).
Gramscistates that the communists discovered that the Brigata
Sansarilacked the will to fire on striking workers. What Gramsci
makes clearin The Southern Question is that the (strike-busting)
strategydescribed above was tried, Italys industrial north, without
success.Gramsci frames his discussion of the Brigata Sansari with a
discus-sion of the success of a small and committed band of
SardinianCommunists who, prior to the biennio rosso and, of course,
theBrigata Sansari strike-busting efforts, were able to explain to
thepeasants in a contentious political environment that
neitherethnic regionalism nor nationalism should be the basis for
theirpolitics. Here, Gramsci is demonstrating a larger theme in
TheSouthern Question about the role of intellectuals in unifying
classesacross regional, racial, and cultural differences. The
strategy of thetext is to demonstrate that Gramscis (and the PCIs)
perspective onthe question of Italys South can be applied
strategically to goodeffect even when the PCI and its allies have a
small presence. Thediscussion of the Popular Party is, in many
ways, a cautionary taleto the PCI (see Cammett, 1967: 7981;
Urbinati 1998: 385).
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Both Gramscis discussion of race in the fragments from
hisnotebooks as well as his perspectives on his encounters with
pris-oners find their basis in experiences that he had, and
attempted toexplain, during the heyday of his activism during the
biennio rosso,when workers participated in a general strike in
Turin at Fiat. Inwhat follows I want to end by discussing, in the
context of TheSouthern Question two occasional essays as well as
reflections onthe biennio rosso that appear in the notebooks. My
interpretation isthat Gramsci develops his perspective on race in
coming to termswith ideological differences and unities witnessed
through his par-ticipation during the biennio rosso (which he
reflects on, later).These perspectives on race become a substantial
aspect of hispolemical work between 1920 and 1926 (demonstrated in
hisessays Workers and Peasants and The Southern Question). It
isfrom the standpoint of communism and a more theoreticalembrace of
historical materialism that there is an explicit linkagebetween
racial difference and real political action, a linkage thatHall is
able to perceive and that, I believe, allows for Gramscis workto
fit both the spirit and the letter of Halls perspective on
Gramscistheoretical importance for the study of race and
ethnicity.

Gramsci was aware of the scientific discourse of the
positivistschool, a self-identified group of criminal
anthropologists whofueled the cultural ground for the southern
question. In turn, theschool provided scientific support for the
continued administrativedomination of the southern regions; in fact
their information madeSardinia out to be an island of barbarians to
rival Sicily (Gramsci1995; Gibson 1998).11 This predominant
discourse on raceinformed, Gramsci, early in his life and before
the general strike inTurin in August of 1917.12 He held a
southernist position that wascommon to socialist perspectives
during that time and that hedescribes, in reflection (in 1926), as
follows: . . . the South is theball and chain that prevents a more
rapid progress in the civildevelopment of Italy; Southerners are
biologically inferior beings,either semi-barbarians, or full out
barbarians, by natural destiny.. . . The Socialist Party was in
great part the vehicle of this bour-geois ideology . . . (Gramsci
1995: 20).13 In this passage Gramsciargues, that The South should
be of central importance to theItalian Communist Party (PCI). The
polemical import of this essay,then, is to distinguish the PCIs
position from that of the ItalianSocialist Party (Pozzolini 1970;
Sassoon 1987; Hall 1986; Gramsci1995). Second, Gramsci describes a
tripartite linkage betweencriminological discourse, discourses of
development which were ofcentral concerns to both bourgeois and
socialist ideology alike, andnational racial ideology. Given the
oppositional politics of thesocialists and the political fractions
of the bourgeois classes
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Gramsci demonstrates that, at least in the first decade of the
20th

century in Italy, this discourse was near universal within a
nationalcontext. However, Gramscis experiences with workers from
acrossItaly, well before his incarceration, demonstrate the means
throughwhich he distanced himself from a southernist stance.
This,in no large part, was the impetus for his essay, The
SouthernQuestion. In an affirmative sense, this essay introduced a
polemicof unity that would form the groundwork for coalition
building forthe PCI.

The first theoretical statement regarding the importance of
coa-lition building precedes The Southern Question by almost
adecade. Following the Fiat strike of August 1917, in which
Gramsciwas a participant in December of that same year, he
published TheRevolution Against Capital, where he stated that the
Bolshevikrevolution had triumphed in Russia against all the
Marxianschemas, and that The Revolution had been victorious by
contra-dicting Marxs Capital or, rather, the Marxian Theory of
socialism assomething that can be brought about only by, and in, an
advancedindustrial society. Instead, the Revolution had won in a
backwardcountry composed predominantly of illiterate masses of
peasants ofhardly any political experience; it had won because of
Leninsanti-positivist, non-evolutionist doctrines . . . (Pozzolini
1970: 29).Pozzolini explains that this article, as well as Gramscis
other workfrom this period, caused great controversy amongst the
ItalianSocialists, and as a result of its publication Gramsci was
accusedof voluntarism for deviating from the principles of (the
Italiansocialists rather mechanical interpretation of) historical
material-ism (Pozzolini 1970; Gramsci 1995).

However, Gramscis initial experiences with militant
protestactions, strategies, and tactics enabled him to conceive of
the roleof the party vanguard and party intellectual in a way that
is distinctfrom other Marxist perspectives, especially those of
Marx andLenin. Although the category of the intellectual in
Gramscis workis of signal importance to the dialectical movement of
history, to hisconception of praxis and, later, to his detailed
discussion of thestate and civil society in the Notebooks, it does
not exclude rankand file trade unionists, political radicals, and
others on any basis,including race. Further, this is Gramscis
direct experience of par-ticipation in a protest action with
laborers from social worldsbeyond northern industrialized Italy.14
In the position of organizerand as a leading intellectual in a
strike in Northern Italy, Gramscichanged his position regarding the
South, or southerners of Italyafter this strike. The effects of
this protest action mark the begin-ning of a contravention in the
positivist discussion of the concept ofrace that was predominant at
the time.
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As Gramsci recollects the Turin movement there is evidence of
ashift in perspective. He writes that the movement

was accused at the same time of being spontaneist and
voluntarist. . . . Once thecontradictory accusation is analyzed it
shows instead the fruitfulness and thejustness of the leadership
given to that movement. The leadership was notabstract. It did not
consist in mechanically repeating some scientific or
theoreticalformula; it did not confuse politics, the real action,
with theoretical dissertations. Itapplied itself to real men, who
had been formed in particular historical relations, withparticular
feelings, ways of looking at things and fragments of conceptions of
theworld, etc. which were the result of the spontaneous
combinations of a givenenvironment of material production, with the
accidental agglomeration in it ofdisparate social elements. This
element of spontaneity was not neglected and evenless despised. . .
. This unity of spontaneity and of conscious direction, that is
ofdiscipline, is precisely the real political action of the
subordinated classes . . .(Gramsci 1971: 198 [my italics]).

At the heart of this statement is difference. Placed in
historicalcontext, the members of the movement that contributed to
thestrike were attached to cultural and historical forces within
andbeyond Italy. Southerners and islanders attached,
generationally,to peasant communities and regional and oral
dialects (often notliterate) were linguistically, culturally, and
historically differenti-ated from both the northerners as well as
one another. Also, north-erners: members of the urban proletariat;
some more attached toEuropeans from the Northern Alpine region,
others who descendedfrom urban artisans, and still others who had
gone to the northfrom the south generations before. Italys
involvement in World WarI, specifically the battles fought for
Trieste and the Trentino, as wellas the rapid rise of the
industrial North, provided a new context forthe participants in
these waves of strikes and protests beginning in1916 and
culminating in 1920 (for data on the composition of thestrikers and
a history of the strike see Spriano 1975; 1979; Procacci1989;
Corner and Procacci 1997).

It is within this context that Gramsci was first able to analyze
theeffect of cultural, linguistic, and traditional (or formative)
historicaldifferences on class-based forms of protest. This period
of Gramscisthought has been described as his idealist period but,
also, theperiod within which he formed his concept of factory
councils(influenced by the Soviet example) as the basis for a
workersdemocracy (Sassoon 1987; Boggs 1984; Hall 1986). Others
haveindicated that the tactical flaws inherent in Gramscis position
wereabandoned, later, due to historical changes (Felice 1982).
Finally,some see Gramscis experience with the factory councils as
enablinga more intensive consideration in Gramscis work after 1930
ofthe conceptual connection between organic and conjuncture(Caceres
1986). In short, in the period of Gramscis political
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journalism, race, racialization, and difference was central to
hisunderstanding of protest, antagonism, and the potential for a
politi-cal unity that gave the lie to the predominant discourses of
racial-ization in Italy during the time that he lived. I have tried
to analyze,historically, the determinants of racial discourse in
the context of theearly 20th century in Italy and Gramscis position
within this dis-course (as counter-discourse and not as an explicit
systematictheoretical stance on race, racialization, and racism) to
demonstratewhy it is that Gramsci is relevant to contemporary
theories andanalyses of race and ethnicity. In my concluding
remarks, I willdiscuss the findings of this study as well as the
effect that thesefindings can have on the way the social scientists
and humanisticscholars have on the analysis of race. I want to also
point out that itis in the work of Antonio Gramsci that we can
begin to perceive acounter-discourse on racialization and
modernization that finds itsroots in analyses and that modifies
(through empirical and analyticalspecification) classical
conceptions of historical materialism.

Conclusion

This paper (a historical and contextual analysis of racial
discoursein the work of Gramsci in relationship to Stuart Halls
theoreticalframework on race) demonstrates that there is a
conceptual andhistorical basis upon which Stuart Hall can base
Gramscis rel-evance for the study of race and ethnicity. Gramscis
analysis ofhistorical and political patterns in Italy (via
conjunctures andhistorical blocs) which lead to mass movements (and
the unrav-eling of these movements), discussed race as a salient
determinantin movement mobilization. Gramsci wrote about and
discussedrace on several occasions between 1917 and 1930 (in and
throughmultiple discursive markers). In other words, race emerges
as adiscussion point throughout his long career as an
intellectual,activist, socialist, and communist. Finally, I have
attempted todemonstrate, in this study, that Gramscis discourse on
race coun-termands the predominant discourses of racialization and
crimi-nality in Italy (and arguably, by extension, Europe and the
U.S.).His perspective, is what enables aspects of Gramscis
theoreticalframework to make their way into contemporary theories
of culture,race, and power as exhibited in the work of Stuart Hall,
a pioneerin the field of cultural theories of race.

As Hall demonstrates in his diacritics, theoretical work,
andanalysis, Gramscis concept of the conjuncture represents a
nexusthat connects the theoretical impasse between structural and
cul-tural theories of race. The notion of political and structural
modi-fications to discourses of racialization is, really, a
cultural studies

436 Robert Carley

2013 John Wiley & Sons LtdJournal of Historical Sociology
Vol. 26 No. 4 December 2013


	
based perspective one that Hall deploys, especially in work
sub-sequent to Gramscis Relevance (see Hall 1987; 1990;
1992a;1992b) but which has not been worked out in any great detail,
inthis context, until now. It is my hope that by providing the
concep-tual and epistemological basis to Gramscis relevance for the
studyof race and ethnicity and, also, by demonstrating the
contextthrough which this relevance is, or becomes, possible a
challengecan be issued to the epistemological limitations placed on
modern-ist perspectives on race and racialization especially in, or
against,the framework of historical materialism, which, often, is
viewed asdeterministic and inattentive to race, ethnicity, and
culture. Gram-scis and Halls work demonstrates that it is not only
possible totranscend these theoretical and conceptual categories
but, more tothe point, that doing so helps to link theoretical
approaches thathave been thought of as incommensurable.

Notes

1 A review of Stuart Halls work shows a concerted focus on
excavatingtheories and methodological guidelines from Marx and
Marxism. After anextensive view of Halls early work, I contend that
his volume with PeterWalton, Situating Marx, (1972) is the first
collective attempt to work out, inspecific, the insights in Marxs
Grundrisse. In 1974 Hall writes his firstessay about using the
Grundrisse as a methodological tool for culturalstudies. I think
that in Stuart Halls conception of historical materialismincludes
Gramscis theory of hegemony and Marxs categories of abstractand
concrete as well as his notion of differentia specifica. In all, I
would saythat the most significant impact Marxism has on Halls work
is between theearly 70s (possibly earlier than 1972) through to the
early 90s CulturalStudies and Its Theoretical Legacies (1992a). It
is arguable, however, thatthe Marxist materialist focus begins to
wane in the middle-late 1980s. Seealso, Rojek 2003.

2 To the extent that The Southern Question is the first
Marxistdocument in the modern era that specifically deals with race
as a politicalissue this was one of the significant political
problems of Gramscis timeand, in specific, a strategic problem for
the communist party.

3 Put succinctly: one may believe that racial discrimination can
best beunderstood as a result of socio economic status, education,
occupationalcompartmentalization, structural mobility, geographical
segregation, and ahost of other variables. Or, one may believe that
racial discrimination isbest understood by interviewing people
about their experiences withracism. The object of both analyses is
race; the presumptions and data thatinform these studies are
inherently different. More to the point, thisproblem is endemic in
the social sciences. For an interesting discussion ofthe history of
the politics of race and class, caste and economics insociological
analysis see McKee 1993, especially chapter 4.

4 See Walton and Hall 1972. This book demonstrates that
Hallsinvolvement with Marxs Grundrisse in the early 70s was across
multiplescholarly communities that raised different questions. It
reflects, more, thecultural and structural Marxist positions of the
time than it does BritishCultural Studies in specific.
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5 According to Gramsci, in studying a structure, it is necessary
todistinguish organic movements (relatively permanent) from
movementswhich may be termed conjunctural (and which appear as
occasional,immediate, almost accidental) (1971: 177). The
importance of this distinc-tion, for analysis, is as follows: the
political forces which are struggling toconserve and defend the
existing structure itself are making every effort tocure them,
within certain limits, and to overcome them. These incessantand
persistent efforts (since no social formation will ever admit that
it hasbeen superseded) form the terrain of the conjunctural, and it
is upon thisterrain that the forces of opposition organize. These
forces seek to demon-strate that the necessary and sufficient
conditions already exist to makepossible, and hence imperative, the
accomplishment of certain historicaltasks (imperative, because any
falling short before an historical dutyincreases the necessary
disorder, and prepares more serious catastro-phes). (The
demonstration in the last analysis only succeeds and is true ifit
becomes a new reality, if the forces of opposition triumph; in
theimmediate, it is developed in a series of ideological,
religious, philosophical,political, and juridical polemics, whose
concreteness can be estimated bythe extent to which they are
convincing, and shift the previously existingdisposition of social
forces) (1977: 178). As it relates to structure, Theconjuncture can
be defined as the set of circumstances which determinethe market in
a given phase, provided that these are conceived of as beingin
movement, i.e. as constituting a process of ever-changing
combinations,a process which is the economic cycle . . . In Italian
the meaning offavorable or unfavorable economic situation
(occasione) remains attachedto the word conjuncture. . . . the
conjuncture is the set of immediate andephemeral characteristics of
the economic situation . . . Study of theconjuncture is thus more
closely linked to immediate politics, to tacticsand agitation . . .
(1971: 177).

6 Susan Thistle made a similar point in her historical study of
thegendered division of labor in the U.S. as it intersects with
race, specificallywhite and black women: While in urban areas a far
greater percentage ofAfrican American married women of color worked
for pay than whitewomen, it is important to recognize this was not
a turn to free wage laboras in the present but a stalled straddling
of two economies . . . (Thistle2000: 278). In point of fact,
gendered and racialized urban labor in the U.S.and in the north
depended, at least until World War II, and possiblyafterward, on
this informal labor market which was fundamentally rootedin the
U.S. Antebellum period.

7 Gramsci was charged under article 184 of the newly enacted
SingleText of Laws on Public Security, and he was sentenced to five
years ofinternment (see Buttigieg in Gramsci 2010a: 86).

8 In his correspondences with Tania, Gramsci refers to himself
as ofAlbanian origin. To him, there is a discrete national-cultural
mappingexceeding the Italian discourse of race and criminology.

9 A study of the Concordance Tables (compiled in Gramsci,
AntonioGramsci, 1995: 476506) demonstrates how extensively Gramsci
dealtwith the topic of Catholicism. I am interested first in the
position thatCatholicism occupies in the discourse under discussion
as well asGramscis discussion of Catholicism and their conception
of moderniza-tion through politics which I will discuss further in
this article. Also, theeditors of the 1971 edition of Gramscis
notebooks state that the sectionfrom out of which the passages I
quote below comes is the most editorially
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manipulated by the original Einaudi editorial group. I have
tried tocompare the occurrence of these passages to the 1995
edition, AntonioGramsci: Further Selections from the Prison
Notebooks, and also to JosephButtigiegs (2010) new three-volume
edition.

10 Gramsci anticipates many of the most successful arguments
that linkoppression, identity, and political economy to modernity:
In the case ofgender and feminism Susan Thistle (2000).

11 . . . The Socialist Party gave its blessing to all the
southernistliterature of the clique of writers the so-called
positivist school, such asFerri, Sergi, Niceforo, Orano . . .
(Gramsci 1995: 2021). It was verypossible that Gramsci was all too
aware. Alfredo Niceforo, student of EnricoFerri, wrote a book,
Crime in Sardinia, which was published when Gramsciwas six years
old. It refuted an older study in which Cesare Lombroso,
theprolific leader of this school of thought, stated that Sardinia
was the onlypart of the South free of violent crime. Niceforo
stated that Sardinia was themost violent and he listed statistical
evidence. What is worse, this schoolpopularly believed that a
(male) criminal was arrested in his evolutionarydevelopment. The
outward signs of this took the form of atavisms orphysical
deformities, dark skin being an atavism of sorts. It goes
withoutsaying that Gramsci was a dark-skinned (he speaks of his
complexion inhis letters) Sardinian, dwarfish and with a
hunched-back.

12 Not much of consequence has been published on Gramscis
youth.Much of the work that discusses Gramscis youth is either
conductedthrough journalistic research and describes details of a
physically painfulchildhood experienced in a context of poverty or
it poses careful specula-tion about the relationship between
Gramscis childhood and his life injournalism and politics (see
Fiori 1971 and Cammett 1967 respectively).Some work attempts to
interpret the relationship between Gramscis child-hood, youth, and
politics based through his own perspective: a totalizing
orhermeneutic-style approach that, at times, borders on ad
hominem(Urbinati 1998).

13 For an interesting catalogue of this ideology and its
intellectuals seeGibson (1998). Gramsci, in a passage directly
following the quotationabove, names all of the intellectuals
featured in this article.

14 Gramscis discussion of Brigata Sassari includes an
encounterbetween an industrial worker from Sardinia and a member of
the SassariBrigades. This encounter dramatizes, in some detail, the
type of interactionI refer to here (Gramsci 1995: 26).
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