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THE CLINCHER by deBeerJ. deBeer and Son, Inc. was founded in 1889 by Jacob deBeer, a German-Dutch, immigrant, tanner. He began making his own baseballs in a converted barn in Johnstown, New York, soon after baseball’s origin.In 1916, the business grew, baseballs and softballs, and was moved to Albany, New York, where Jacob was joined by his son, Fredrick deBeer.In 1934, Fredrick developed and patented the 16” softball that he called “The Clincher” with its unique protected seam. The Clincher softball has become synonymous with the sports culture of Chicago.In 1942, Fredrick deBeer, Jr. (Fritz) joined the company and later became President. Soon after, Dick Pollack and Jim Mulfelder, both nephews, joined the company as Vice Presidents. In 1988 Jim Mulfelder became President.In 1977, Bob Campbell of Chicago, joined the company as Promotion and Sales Director. In 1979, Bob developed the first deBeer aluminum bat, called The Clincher. In the years ahead, deBeer bats became very popular, especially the Clincher Silver and the Clincher Gold Series.For over 125 years, deBeer Sports earned the reputation of honesty, loyalty, and quality products.
 President:Ron Kubicki
 Co-founders:Al Maag,
 Tony Reibel
 Builder:Topps Construction
 Hall of Fame building — Forest Park, Illinois
 Inductee Park
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