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Michel Foucault1926-1984
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Michel Foucault onGaston Bachelard
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Michel Foucault
 • Foucault is known for his study of:• the Age of Reason, what he called the
 Classical Age: origins of the modern state, social structures, madness, medicine, prisons, and sexuality.
 • power relations: strategies of power, resistance, rebellion, and counter conduct.
 • ancient Greek, Roman, and Christian ethical formation.
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Michel Foucault
 • There are three axes of research in Foucault’s work:
 • All axes are interrelated.
 • The connections are most apparent in his mature work in the Ethical axis.
 Trut
 h
 Power
 Ethics
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Short Bio
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Short Bio
 • Born 1926 in Poitiers, France.• “Such is the city where I was born: decapitated
 saints, book in hand, watch to assure that justice is just and chateaux strong… That is where I inherited my wisdom.” (Eribon 4)
 • During WW II Poitiers was part of the Vichy government then later German-occupied France.
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Short Bio
 • After WW II he attended École Normale Supérieure and graduated with a degree in philosophy and license in psychology.
 • He had a brief dalliance with the Communist party in the early 1950s, but stayed on the fringes.
 • Eventually, he rejected the French communist party for its uncritical adoption of Stalinism and soon disassociated himself from Communism altogether.
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Short Bio
 • He taught at the University of Uppsala, Sweden from 1954 to 1958 as a French cultural delegate and worked on the book that would become one of his dissertations.
 • He worked briefly in Warsaw, Poland, then went to Germany to learn the German language and study Immanuel Kant.
 • He translated Kant’s Anthropology and worked on an introduction of that book for his second dissertation.
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Short Bio
 • He completed his doctorate in 1960;• Taught in Tunis, Tunisia, from 1965-1968,
 wrote books and participated in student riots;• 1969 elected to a chair at the Collège de France
 with the title Professor of History of Systems of Thought;
 • 1983 took a post at U. C. Berkeley;• Died in June 1984, most probably of an AIDS
 related infection.

Page 11
                        
                        
                        

Influences
 • Friedrich Nietzsche, Georges Canguilhem, Louis Althuser, Jean Hyppolite.
 • He was influenced by historians of culture and science who stressed that no idea can be understood outside of its historical context.
 • He was active politically, defending prisoners and other marginalized groups.
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Overview
 • Concepts and practices that might be taken as necessities are in fact historically contingent.
 • The idea of human nature arose out of the Enlightenment.
 • ‘Man is an invention of recent date…’
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Overview
 • He avoids universal generalizations, and studies specific discourses within their historical context.
 • He argues that there are no universals to human experience.

Page 14
                        
                        
                        

Overview
 • People can exercise some power over what they become.
 • Freedom implies crossing over personal and social boundaries without knowing the consequences of that possible transgression.
 • Live experimentally.
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Method
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Early period: Archeology
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Early period: Archeology
 • What is the Archive?• Main Books
 • History of Madness (Madness and Civilization)
 • The Birth of the Clinic• The Order of Things• The Archeology of Knowledge
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Early period: Archeology
 • It is from the 1960s that Foucault gains a reputation for being a Postmodern thinker.
 • Much of that comes from The Archaeology of Knowledge:
 • He contrasts archaeology with the history of ideas, which aims at “genesis, continuity, totalization: […] and that by which it is attached to a certain, now traditional, form of historical analysis.” (p. 138 emphases mine)
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Early period: Archeology
 • The History of Ideas:• Genesis• Continuity• Totalization
 • Archaeology• No secure origins• Knowledge
 proceeds with jumps, breaks, and discontinuities
 • All knowledge is partial
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Middle period: Genealogy
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Middle Period:Genealogy
 • One aspect of genealogy involves revealing historically how knowledge claims are inter-dependent with power structures in a society.
 • The exercise of power is an inescapable feature of all societies, and, hence, liberation from all power relations can never be a goal.
 • Hence, the question arises: What can I do to form my life in freedom? (Ethical concerns)
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Middle Period:Genealogy
 • Three domains of genealogy are possible.• In each of these, the particular historical
 ontology is a means of constituting or making oneself a subject of a certain kind.
 • First, a historical ontology of ourselves in relation to truth through which we constitute ourselves as subjects of knowledge;
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Middle Period:Genealogy
 • Second, a historical ontology of ourselves in relation to a field of power through which we constitute ourselves as subjects acting on others;
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Middle Period:Genealogy
 • Third, a historical ontology of ourselves in relation to ethics through which we constitute ourselves as moral agents.
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Middle Period:Genealogy
 • The aim of genealogy in the early to mid 1970s is to trace the relations of power through changes in civilization.
 • Major works:• Lectures at the Collège de France from 1970
 through 1976.• Discipline and Punish.• The History of Sexuality: Introduction
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Middle Period:Genealogy
 • What has been left behind is the search for rules generating lasting discourses.
 • New is the examination of power relations in the process of the emergence of the modern state.
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Middle Period:Genealogy
 • Like Archaeology, Genealogy opposes the search for origins, continuity, and totalization in history.
 • “this search assumes the existence of immobile forms that precede the external world of accident and succession.” (p. 371 AME)
 • There is no idealized origin (Eden), and history does not drive inevitably toward a millennial ending (reign of Christ).
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Middle Period:Genealogy
 • Foucault is not averse to throwing in a few cryptic remarks :p
 • ‘The purpose of history, guided by genealogy, is not to discover the roots of our identity, but to commit itself to its dissipation.’ p. 386, AME
 • This passage means that since the modern self is an invention, we should tear it down.
 • He is interested in reconstruction, but not yet… (Again, Ethics)
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Excursion
 A review of Discipline and Punish in a couple minutes,
 almost, but not entirely unlikea movie with bunnies.

Page 30
                        
                        
                        

Discipline & Punishby Michel Foucault
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The Bodyof the
 CondemnedAny crime is an offense
 against the prince.
 Damiens the Regicide
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The Spectacle
 of the Scaffold
 Punishment was carried out in public as a means
 of the prince taking revenge for offenses.
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Generalized Punishment
 The reformers objected to the injustice of
 punishment calling for fairness. punishment should fit the crime.
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The Gentle Way of
 PunishmentThe focus of punishment was moved from the body
 to the soul. It became less a matter of revenge
 and more a matter of social control
 of the individual.
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Docile Bodies
 • The goal of these techniques was forming the body within a strict disciplinary structure:
 • The art of distributions• The control of activity• The organization of geneses• The composition of forces
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The Means ofCorrect Training
 • Hierarchical observation• Normalizing judgment• The examination
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PanopticismAn architecture of
 surveillance,Oversight, The gaze
 Prisoner as object
 Internalization of surveillance
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Prison
 • Complete and austere institutions: prison is an intensified form of society.
 • Illegalities and delinquency: creation of laws that favor the rich
 • The carceral: humanitarian theory of punishment; patients are cured.
 • Illegalities create delinquents who are recruited to acquire intelligence of their compatriots for the police.
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Application
 • The military• The workplace• Criminal justice
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What the conditioners* don’t want you to know
 • Discipline infuses the entire culture.• Mankind becomes Homo Economicus.• Man becomes the object and instrument of
 social control, resource for the engines of society.
 • Scientific culture becomes a means of control not the acquisition of objective information.
 * A term used by C. S. Lewis in The Abolition of Man
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Ethical Technologies of the Self
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Later Works:Technologies of the Self
 • Major works:• From 1978 through 1984 lectures at the
 Collège de France• History of Sexuality: The Use of Pleasure • History of Sexuality: The Care of the Self
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Later Works:Technologies of the Self
 • 385 How do techniques of power turn individuals into different kinds of subjects?
 • Different techniques of the self enable individuals to reflect on and transform themselves within the enclosing powers.
 • First comes resistance to power, then rebellion, finally the formation of counter conduct, for example, the Quakers.
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Later Works:Technologies of the Self
 • Foucault conceives of ethics as the relationship of the self to the self within different kinds of moral life.
 • There are historically different conceptions of the goal of being an ethical person,
 • of the ethical work required to become that person,
 • and of the ways in which the self relates to moral obligations as modes of subjugation.
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Later Works:Technologies of the Self
 • The reasons for technologies of the self is self-mastery.
 • Examples of technologies of the self:• Reading, Writing, Fearless Speech• Control of the passions: food, sex• Purifications
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Later Works:Technologies of the Self
 • Techniques of the self aim at a life of tranquility, serenity.
 • The product of self-mastery is a person who can speak the truth to power, even when there is risk involved.
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